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Block 4 – Public Plaza Connectors: Owner’s Statement of Intent 

 

PURPOSE 

The Deer District, LLC requests an amendment to the DPD known as Block 4 – Arena Master Plan (DPD 

File No. 160813) approved by Common Council on January 18, 2017. The purpose of this amendment is 

for the parcels of land known as the Block 4 - Public Plaza Connectors, generally bounded by Old World 

3rd Street to the east, an alley to the west, 1137 N Old World 3rd Street to the north, and 1113 N Old 

World 3rd Street to the south, to be added to the boundary of the Block 4 DPD previously approved by 

Common Council on January 18, 2017. Drawings relating to the region encompassed by the original 

Block 4 DPD boundary (File No. 160813) remain unchanged. 

Furthermore, the Deer District, LLC requests that the zoning for the parcels of land known as Block 4 – 

Public Plaza Connectors in the General Planned Development (GPD File No. 150724) approved by 

Common Council on January 19, 2016 be amended to a Detailed Planned Development (DPD) in 

accordance with this submittal. This statement, together with the accompanying drawings and related 

materials, constitutes and supports the Detailed Planned Development.   

 

ENUMERATION OF DOCUMENTS 

See the following documents and drawings for additional detailed information: 

DRAWING INDEX 

Sheet ID Sheet Title 

A1 - 1  COVER / INDEX 
A1 - 2  VICINITY MAP 
A1 - 3  ALTA SURVEY 
A1 - 4  ALTA SURVEY 
A1 - 5  OVERALL SITE PLAN 
A1 - 6  ENLARGED SITE LANDSCAPE PLAN - HARDSCAPE 
A1 - 7  ENLARGED SITE LANDSCAPE PLAN - PLANTINGS 
A1 - 8  OVERALL SITE LIGHTING PLAN - PHOTOMETRICS 
A1 - 9  OVERALL SITE GRADING PLAN 
A1 - 10  ENLARGED SITE GRADING PLAN 
A1 - 11  OVERALL SITE UTILITY PLAN 
A1 - 12  ENLARGED SITE UTILITY PLAN – SANITARY & WATERMAIN 
A1 - 13  ENLARGED SITE UTILITY PLAN – STORM SEWER 
A1 - 14  ELEVATIONS - CANOPY 
A1 - 15  SIGNAGE DIAGRAMS 
A1 - 16  SIGNAGE TYPES AND GUIDELINES 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The development outlined in this plan is based on the vision of the ownership of the Milwaukee Bucks 
to provide an economic catalyst for growth and revitalization in downtown Milwaukee surrounding a 
new arena for the Milwaukee Bucks. The plan is a result of an unprecedented partnership between the  
Milwaukee Bucks, the City of Milwaukee, Milwaukee County and the State of Wisconsin. There is a 
central focus by all the partners to see the project attract a vibrant community to live, work and play in 
the area, attract significant tourism to the region and spur future development in every direction. 
 
The Block 4 - Public Plaza Connectors are generally bound by Old World 3rd Street to the east, an alley 
to the west, 1137 N Old World 3rd Street to the north, and 1113 N Old World 3rd Street to the south. 
These parcels will serve to connect the previously approved Block 4 DPD parcel eastward to Old World 
3rd Street, ultimately increasing connectivity between the Milwaukee Bucks Arena, 4th Street 
Pedestrian Plaza, and the surrounding neighborhood.  
 
In the initial phase of construction, the North Public Plaza Connector will be the location of an 
overhead canopy structure as well as extensive landscape improvements, and the South Public Plaza 
Connector will remain in its existing state as a paved lot. In a future phase, buildings are being 
considered for construction on the parcels. 
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

 
The Detailed Planned Development for the Block 4 – Public Plaza Connectors will encompass land 
generally bound by Old World 3rd Street to the east, an alley to the west, 1137 N Old World 3rd Street 
to the north, and 1113 N Old World 3rd Street to the south. 
 
See the following drawings for additional detail: 
A1 – 2   VICINITY MAP 
A1 – 3   ALTA SURVEY 
A1 – 4   ALTA SURVEY 
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Potential uses include those as described in the Land Use section of the DPD Design Standard. See 
Overall Site Plan below: 
 

 
 
See the following drawings for additional detail: 
A1 - 5  OVERALL SITE PLAN 
 
The North Public Plaza Connector will be the location of outdoor spaces that will provide a connection 
between the arena and the urban fabric of the neighborhood. The steel canopy structure overhead will 
strengthen the visual and physical connection. Outdoor activities will provide vitality at street level 
that will enhance the experience of the users and provide a level of increased safety that is reinforced 
by the open nature of the plaza and the engagement of users at many venues.  
 
The potential future buildings on the parcels will be designed to provide a strong presence and user 
interaction at street level, and will be designed to complement the character of the existing historic 
architecture along North Old World 3rd Street. The buildings will be built to setbacks as described in 
the GPD Design Standards.  
  
Signage and graphics will be an important part of establishing the presence of the pedestrian areas and 
the buildings and the connectors. Signage on the building and within the connectors will be of a scale 
that is appropriate for the buildings and spaces. There will also be ground level signage for directional 
purposes.   
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Block 4 – DPD Design Principles 

 

DESIGN PRINCPLES 

These Design Principles have been established to demonstrate compliance with the General Planned  
Development (GPD) Design Principles that have been established for this block.   
   
These Principles will be utilized in the Block 4 – Public Plaza Connectors Detailed Planned 
Development (DPD).  If there are any contradictions between these Principles and the GPD design 
standards, the GPD design standards will supersede these principles.     
 

1.  LAND USE 

The following uses will be allowed for the parcels known as the Block 4 – Public Plaza Connectors as 
indicated in the “Live Block - Block 4” column of the use table below. All uses currently operating within 
the DPD boundary may continue to operate under the DPD zoning. Any new uses not defined in the 
table shall follow Downtown – Mixed Activity (C9G) standards. 
 
See following pages for use tables. 
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2.  BUILDING HEIGHT 

The heights of the potential future buildings will fall within the range of the GPD requirements.  
 
3.  SETBACKS 

The facades of the potential future buildings will fall within the setback ranges established in the GPD.  
 

4.  BUILDING COMPOSITION 

4.1   Building Base (Ground Floor) 

The potential future buildings on the parcels know as Block 4 – Public Plaza Connectors will be a major 
asset and destination to Milwaukee and the Arena District. The following features meet the street 
activation requirements: 

• Buildings’ masses will be at an appropriate scale and relationship with the street in effort to 
provide an engaging pedestrian experience. 

• Street-level visual transparency will be maximized.  
• The North Public Plaza Connector will link the new Arena, Public Plaza, and the previously 

approved Block 4 buildings to Old World Third Street and to the surrounding neighborhood(s) 
and to the Downtown central business district. 

 
4.1.2   Street Activation Uses 

In the potential future buildings glazing will be provided where required by the GPD along the ground 

floor, and the area behind the glazing will be a Street Activating Use for a minimum of 12 feet in depth, 

as required by the GPD. 

Possible Street Activating Uses: 

• Tenant Building Entrances 

• Retail / Food and Beverage Tenant Spaces 
• Pedestrian Connection 
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4.1.3   Entries 

In the potential future phase buildings, pedestrian entries for retail and food and beverage spaces will 

be provided along North Old World 3rd Street. 

Service entries for loading, trash removal and food services for future buildings being considered will 
be fully enclosed. All utility and trash functions will be located out of view and fully screened from 
neighboring businesses. 
 
4.1.4   Materials 

Future Buildings Being Considered:   
Buildings will follow the design intent established in the previously approved DPD known as Block 4 – 
Arena Master Plan (DPD File No. 160813, approved by Common Council on January 18, 2017). 
The exterior of the potential future buildings will be made of high quality materials to comply with the 
GPD guidelines.  
 
4.2   BUILDING FAÇADE REQUIRMENTS 

4.2.1   Building Articulation  

Future Buildings Being Considered:  
• Buildings will follow the design intent established in the previously approved DPD known as 

Block 4 – Arena Master Plan (DPD File No. 160813, approved by Common Council on January 
18, 2017). 

• For buildings facing Old World 3rd Street, datum lines of neighboring historic buildings will 
inform the datum lines in the façade articulation of the new buildings. 
 

4.2.2   Low Activation / Ground Level Walls 

Not Applicable (All street facing walls are high-activation) 
 
4.2.3   Alley and Side Facing Walls 
Buildings will follow the design intent established in the previously approved DPD known as Block 4 – 

Arena Master Plan (DPD File No. 160813, approved by Common Council on January 18, 2017). 

 

4.2.4   Large Format Uses Façade Design 

No large format uses currently anticipated; Not Applicable. 
 
4.2.5   Parking Structure Façade Standards 

No Parking Structure Included, Not Applicable. 
 
4.2.6   Detailing and Enrichments 

Buildings will follow the design intent established in the previously approved DPD known as Block 4 – 
Arena Master Plan (DPD File No. 160813, approved by Common Council on January 18, 2017). 
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5.  SITE FEATURES 

Site features will follow the design intent established in the previously approved DPD known as Block 4 
– Arena Master Plan (DPD File No. 160813, approved by Common Council on January 18, 2017). 
 
See the following drawings for additional detail: 
A1 - 6  ENLARGED SITE LANDSCAPE PLAN – HARDSCAPE 
A1 - 7  ENLARGED SITE LANDSCAPE PLAN – PLANTINGS 
 
5.1    Bicycle Parking Minimum Requirements 
 
Final quantity of bike racks is to be determined in conjunction with the City of Milwaukee based on the 
approved GPD standards for the uses that will occupy the spaces, once they are known. Final locations 
and type of bike racks are subject to approval by city staff.  
 
5.2    Fencing 
 
A temporary construction fence will be installed at the perimeter of the site with an opaque fabric wrap 
that covers the entire area of the fence to limit access to the construction area for safety and security 
purposes, limiting views of the staging and enlivening the area with graphics during construction. 
 
6.    GPD EXTERIOR SITE LIGHTING STANDARDS 
 
Exterior site lighting standards will follow the design intent established in the previously approved DPD 
known as Block 4 – Arena Master Plan (DPD File No. 160813, approved by Common Council on January 
18, 2017). 
 
See the following drawings for additional detail: 
A1 - 6  ENLARGED SITE LANDSCAPE PLAN - HARDSCAPE 
A1 - 8  OVERALL SITE LIGHTING PLAN - PHOTOMETRICS 
 
7.    GPD LANDSCAPING STANDARDS 
 
Landscaping will follow the design intent established in the previously approved DPD known as Block 4 
– Arena Master Plan (DPD File No. 160813, approved by Common Council on January 18, 2017). 
 
See the following drawings for additional detail: 
A1 - 6  ENLARGED SITE LANDSCAPE PLAN - HARDSCAPE 
A1 - 7  ENLARGED SITE LANDSCAPE PLAN - PLANTINGS 
 
SIGNAGE  
 
All signs listed below may be allowed to have changeable messaging.   
 
See the following drawings for additional detail: 
A1 - 15  SIGNAGE DIAGRAMS  
A1 - 16  SIGNAGE TYPES AND GUIDELINES 
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Block 4 – Public Plaza Connectors: DPD Design Standards and Site Statistics 

 

NORTH PUBLIC PLAZA CONNECTOR 

Design Standard DPD Design Standards – 

Immediate Planned Use 

DPD Design Standards – 

Future Possible Use 

Building Height N/A Minimum of 1 story up to a maximum of 

4 stories in height, comparable to the 

adjacent buildings on Old World 3rd 

Street. 

Façade 

Requirements 

N/A The future phase buildings will be 

designed to comply with the GPD street 

activation requirements.  See the 

following Sections: 

Design Principle 4.1 – Street Activation 

Requirements  

Design Principle 4.1.2 – Street Activation 

Uses  

Design Principle 4.1.3 – Entries 

Gross Land Area 

(295-907,2,b-1-a) 

12,514 sf  12,514 sf  

Maximum amount 

of land covered by 

principal buildings. 

(295-907,2,b-1-b) 

0sf 

0% 

Up to 3,129sf 

Up to 25% 

Maximum amount 

of land devoted to 

parking, drives and 

parking structures. 

(295-907,2,b-1-c) 

0sf 

0% 

0sf 

0% 

Land devoted to 

landscaped open 

space and plazas 

(295-907,2,b-1-d) 

Open Space (295-

907,3,g) 

Landscaping (295-

907,3,i) 

12,514 sf 

100%  

Open spaces will be landscaped per the 

Urban Planning and Design Principles. 

 

Design Principle 7 - Landscape Standards. 

Up to 9,385sf 

Up to 75%  

Open spaces will be landscaped per the 

Urban Planning and Design Principles. 

 

Design Principle 7 - Landscape Standards. 

Maximum proposed 

dwelling unit 

density, if 

residential, and/or 

total square footage 

devoted to non-

Maximum total square footage devoted 

to non-residential uses: 

0 sf 

Maximum total square footage devoted 

to non-residential uses: 

Up to 12,516sf 
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residential uses. 

(295-907,2,b-1-e) 

   

Maximum number 

of dwelling units per 

building. 

N/A N/A 

(295-907,2,b-1-g)    

Proposed number 

of buildings 

(295-907,2,b-1-f) 

0 Up to 2 buildings 

Bedrooms per unit. 

(295-907,2,b-1-h) 

N/A N/A 

Parking spaces 

provided, whether 

surface or in 

structures, and ratio 

per unit if 

residential, or per 

thousand square 

feet of building area 

if non-residential. 

(295-907,2,b-1-i) 

N/A N/A 

Uses 

(295-907,3,a) 

Uses as allowed for Block 4 per Design 

Principle 1 – Land Uses. 

Uses as allowed for Block 4 per Design 

Principle 1 – Land Uses. 

Design standards 

(295-907,3,b) 

See Design Principles 1 through 7 for 

Design Principles that apply to this block. 

See Design Principles 1 through 7 for 

Design Principles that apply to this block. 

Space between 

structures (295-

907,3,d) 

N/A North public plaza connector and beer 

garden to be located between structures. 

Setbacks (295-

907,3,e) 

N/A  North minimum setback: 0’-0”  

East minimum setback : 0’-0”  

South minimum setback: 0’-0”  

West minimum setback: 0’-0” 

Screening (295-

907,3,f) 

Screening of dumpsters and utilities is 

provided via architectural screen walls 

and landscaping. 

Screening will be provided that complies 

with Design Principle 4.2.6. 

Screening of dumpsters and utilities is 

provided via architectural screen walls 

and landscaping. 

Screening will be provided that complies 

with Design Principle 4.2.6. 

Circulation, Parking 

and Loading (295-

907,3,h) 

Pedestrian sidewalks and access is 

maintained around the site. The North 

Public Plaza connector will also serve as a 

pedestrian link to Block 4, The 4th Street 

Pedestrian Plaza and the new arena. 

Parking for the site is anticipated to take 

place on the surrounding streets and in 

the parking structure on Block 7. 

Pedestrian sidewalks and access is 

maintained around the site. Patron and 

visitor drop off locations for the site will 

occur on Old World 3rd Street. The North 

Public Plaza connector will also serve as a 

pedestrian link to the rest of Block 4, The 

4th Street Pedestrian Plaza and the new 

arena. Parking for the site is anticipated 

to take place on the surrounding streets 

and in the parking structure on Block 7. 
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Lighting (295-

907,3,j) 

Lighting is provided per GPD standards.  

See Design Principle 6 – Exterior Site 

Lighting Standards. 

Lighting is provided per GPD standards.  

See Design Principle 6 – Exterior Site 

Lighting Standards. 

Utilities 

(295-907,3,k) 

All utility lines will be installed 

underground. Transformers and 

substations will be installed within 

buildings or otherwise screened from 

view. 

All utility lines will be installed 

underground. Transformers and 

substations will be installed within 

buildings or otherwise screened from 

view. 

Signage 

(295-907,3,L) 

The North Public Plaza Connector will 

have possible tenant signage on each 

wall elevation, as well as on the 

overhead canopy structure. Wayfinding 

will also be throughout the site.  

All signage will be designed per 

requirements of Milwaukee Zoning Code, 

section 295-407. All signs listed below 

may be allowed to have changeable 

messaging. 

Signage types include: 

• Temporary construction signage 

• Temporary Perimeter site 

signage that will consist of a 

fabric sign material with 

graphics designed to obscure 

the construction activity and 

enliven the block. The fabric sign 

will cover between 50% and 

100% of the perimeter 

construction fence. 

• Wall sign: Internal face lit                 

dimensional letters 

• Permanent Window sign: 

Applied glazing film 

• Off-premise sign: directing 

traffic ingress and egress  

• Off-premise sign: Building                                                             

identification sign near streets. 

• Off-premise sign: Marquee sign 

• Canopy Signs 

• Freestanding signs 

• Roof signs 

• Projecting signs 

• Mural signs 

See the following drawings 

A1 – 15 SIGNAGE DIAGRAMS;  

A1 – 16 SIGNAGE TYPES AND GUIDELINES 

Any buildings will have tenant signage on 

each elevation. Wayfinding will also be 

throughout the site.  

All signage will be designed per 

requirements of Milwaukee Zoning Code, 

section 295-407. All signs listed below 

may be allowed to have changeable 

messaging. 

Signage types include: 

• Temporary construction signage 

• Temporary Perimeter site 

signage that will consist of a 

fabric sign material with 

graphics designed to obscure 

the construction activity and 

enliven the block. The fabric sign 

will cover between 50% and 

100% of the perimeter 

construction fence. 

• Wall sign: Internal face lit                 

dimensional letters 

• Permanent Window sign: 

Applied glazing film 

• Off-premise sign: directing 

traffic ingress and egress  

• Off-premise sign: Building                                                             

identification sign near streets. 

• Off-premise sign: Marquee sign 

• Canopy Signs 

• Freestanding signs 

• Roof signs 

• Projecting signs 

• Mural signs 
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SOUTH PUBLIC PLAZA CONNECTOR 

Design Standard DPD Design Standards – 

Immediate Planned Use 

DPD Design Standards – 

Future Possible Use 

Building Height N/A Minimum of 1 story up to a maximum of 

4 stories in height, comparable to the 

adjacent buildings on Old World 3rd 

Street. 

Façade 

Requirements 

N/A The future phase buildings will be 

designed to comply with the GPD street 

activation requirements.  See the 

following Sections: 

Design Principle 4.1 – Street Activation 

Requirements  

Design Principle 4.1.2 – Street Activation 

Uses  

Design Principle 4.1.3 – Entries 

Gross Land Area 

(295-907,2,b-1-a) 

6,842 sf  6,842 sf 

Maximum amount 

of land covered by 

principal buildings. 

(295-907,2,b-1-b) 

0sf 

0% 

Up to 6,842sf 

Up to 100% 

Maximum amount 

of land devoted to 

parking, drives and 

parking structures. 

(295-907,2,b-1-c) 

As existing, no change 0sf 

0% 

Land devoted to 

landscaped open 

space and plazas 

(295-907,2,b-1-d) 

Open Space (295-

907,3,g) 

Landscaping (295-

907,3,i) 

As existing, no change 0sf 

0%  

Open spaces will be landscaped per the 

Urban Planning and Design Principles. 

 

Design Principle 7 - Landscape Standards. 

Maximum proposed 

dwelling unit 

density, if 

residential, and/or 

total square footage 

devoted to non-

residential uses. 

(295-907,2,b-1-e) 

Maximum total square footage devoted 

to non-residential uses: 

0 sf 

Maximum total square footage devoted 

to non-residential uses: 

Up to 27,368sf  
 

   

   

   

Maximum number 

of dwelling units per 

building. 

N/A N/A 
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(295-907,2,b-1-g)    

Proposed number 

of buildings 

(295-907,2,b-1-f) 

0 buildings Up to 2 buildings 

Bedrooms per unit. 

(295-907,2,b-1-h) 

N/A N/A 

Parking spaces 

provided, whether 

surface or in 

structures, and ratio 

per unit if 

residential, or per 

thousand square 

feet of building area 

if non-residential. 

(295-907,2,b-1-i) 

As existing, no change N/A 

Uses 

(295-907,3,a) 

Uses as allowed for Block 4 per Design 

Principle 1 – Land Uses. 

Uses as allowed for Block 4 per Design 

Principle 1 – Land Uses. 

Design standards 

(295-907,3,b) 

See Design Principles 1 through 7 for 

Design Principles that apply to this block. 

See Design Principles 1 through 7 for 

Design Principles that apply to this block. 

Space between 

structures (295-

907,3,d) 

N/A N/A 

Setbacks (295-

907,3,e) 

N/A  North minimum setback: 0’-0”  

East minimum setback : 0’-0”  

South minimum setback: 0’-0”  

West minimum setback: 0’-0” 

Screening (295-

907,3,f) 

Screening of dumpsters and utilities is 

provided via architectural screen walls 

and landscaping. 

Screening will be provided that complies 

with Design Principle 4.2.6. 

Screening of dumpsters and utilities is 

provided via architectural screen walls 

and landscaping. 

Screening will be provided that complies 

with Design Principle 4.2.6. 

Circulation, Parking 

and Loading (295-

907,3,h) 

Pedestrian sidewalks and access is 

maintained around the site. Parking for 

the site is anticipated to take place on 

the surrounding streets and in the 

parking structure on Block 7. 

Pedestrian sidewalks and access is 

maintained around the site. Patron and 

visitor drop off locations for the site will 

occur on Old World 3rd Street. Parking for 

the site is anticipated to take place on 

the surrounding streets and in the 

parking structure on Block 7. 

Lighting (295-

907,3,j) 

Lighting is provided per GPD standards.  

See Design Principle 6 – Exterior Site 

Lighting Standards. 

Lighting is provided per GPD standards.  

See Design Principle 6 – Exterior Site 

Lighting Standards. 
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Utilities 

(295-907,3,k) 

All utility lines will be installed 

underground. Transformers and 

substations will be installed within 

buildings or otherwise screened from 

view. 

All utility lines will be installed 

underground. Transformers and 

substations will be installed within 

buildings or otherwise screened from 

view. 

Signage 

(295-907,3,L) 

All signage will be designed per 

requirements of Milwaukee Zoning Code, 

section 295-407. All signs listed below 

may be allowed to have changeable 

messaging. 

Signage types include: 

• Temporary construction signage 

• Temporary Perimeter site 

signage that will consist of a 

fabric sign material with 

graphics designed to obscure 

the construction activity and 

enliven the block. The fabric sign 

will cover between 50% and 

100% of the perimeter 

construction fence. 

• Wall sign: Internal face lit                 

dimensional letters 

• Off-premise sign: directing 

traffic ingress and egress  

• Off-premise sign: Building                                                             

identification sign near streets. 

• Off-premise sign: Marquee sign 

• Canopy Signs 

• Freestanding signs 

• Projecting signs 

• Mural signs 

• Parking usage signage 

Any buildings will have tenant signage on 

each elevation. Wayfinding will also be 

throughout the site.  

All signage will be designed per 

requirements of Milwaukee Zoning Code, 

section 295-407. All signs listed below 

may be allowed to have changeable 

messaging. 

Signage types include: 

• Temporary construction signage 

• Temporary Perimeter site 

signage that will consist of a 

fabric sign material with 

graphics designed to obscure 

the construction activity and 

enliven the block. The fabric sign 

will cover between 50% and 

100% of the perimeter 

construction fence. 

• Wall sign: Internal face lit                 

dimensional letters 

• Permanent Window sign: 

Applied glazing film 

• Off-premise sign: directing 

traffic ingress and egress  

• Off-premise sign: Building                                                             

identification sign near streets. 

• Off-premise sign: Marquee sign 

• Canopy Signs 

• Freestanding signs 

• Roof signs 

• Projecting signs 

• Mural signs 


